
SAFEMEDICINES
�e Partnership for

www.safemedicines.org

As we approach the end of the year, people seeking to empty their flexible spending accounts or avoid  
new prescription deductibles in the new year will order prescriptions and other medical supplies online.  
But the convenience of purchasing online shouldn’t prevent you from ensuring that your medicine comes 
from safe sources. 

All online pharmacies are not created equal. This year, the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy 
surveyed 10,400 online pharmacies and found that only 3% of them complied with U.S. pharmacy laws. 
Sellers among the other 97% sold foreign or non-FDA approved drugs, filled orders without prescriptions, 
had no address in the United States or dispensed controlled substances.  Some of that 97% are selling 
drugs that are contaminated, the wrong strength, missing key ingredients, improperly labeled, damaged 
through poor handling or expired. Only pharmacies that are licensed in your state can ensure that your 
purchases are legitimate and safe.

Illegitimate online pharmacies are hard to detect. Setting up a storefront on the internet has 
become so easy that almost anyone can create a credible looking online pharmacy. A dangerous site:

➧ Offers no physical address, telephone number or direct contact to resolve problems.

➧ Has no licensed pharmacist available.

➧  May not ask for a valid prescription from your doctor. May offer to sell you a prescription or 
require you to fill out a questionnaire in lieu of a legitimate prescription.

➧ Does not participate in any insurance plan and/or requires all payments by credit card.

➧ Sells medications that are not FDA approved.

➧ Encourages you to have the drugs sent to P.O. boxes or other locations to avoid detection.

➧ Requires that you waive your rights before they send you medicine.

Keep in mind that any pharmacy that claims to sell you drugs imported at a discount from foreign 
countries is violating Federal law, and the medicines they sell are questionable.

Be safe.  Find your online pharmacy at the Verified Internet Pharmacy Practice Sites (VIPPS) Web page. The 
National Association of Boards of Pharmacy awards the VIPPS seal to sites that meet strict criteria on quality 
assurance, consultation between patients and pharmacists, patient privacy, authentication and security of 
orders.

If you cannot afford your medications, look for lower, local prescription drug prices with services like 
LowestMed.com, WeRX.org and GoodRX.com; check with your doctor to see whether there are generic 
alternatives for your medicine; or seek prescription assistance with programs like NeedyMeds or PParx.

If the prices you are seeing for your medication online seem  
too good to be true, they probably are.

Learn the Safe Way to Empty Your  
Flexible Spending Account

Don’t Be Duped By Fake Online Pharmacies.  
Make Your End-Of-Year Prescription Purchases Safely.

http://www.safemedicines.org
http://www.vipps.info
http://www.lowestmed.com
http://www.werx.org
http://www.goodrx.com
http://www.needymeds.org
http://www.pparx.org

